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his own labor and self-denial, and of injustice that the idle
and the industrious, the self-indulgent and the self-deny-
ing, shall share equally in the product. Aside from the
a priori speculations of philosophers who have tried to
make equality an essential element in justice, the human
race has recognized, from the earliest times, the above
conception of justice as the true one, and has founded
upon it the right of property. The right of property,
with marriage and the family, gives the right of
bequest.
Monogamic marriage, however, is the most exclusive
of social institutions. It contains, as essential prin-
ciples, preference, superiority, selection, devotion. It
would not be at all what it is if it were not for these
characteristic traits, and it always degenerates when
these traits are not present. For instance, if a man
should not have a distinct preference for the woman he
married, and if he did not select her as superior to
others, the marriage would be an imperfect one accord-
ing to the standard of true monogamic marriage. The
family under monogamy, also, is a closed group, having
special interests and estimating privacy and reserve as
valuable advantages for family development. We grant
high prerogatives, in our society, to parents, although
our observation teaches us that thousands of human
beings are unfit to be parents or to be entrusted with
the care of children. It follows, therefore, from the
organization of marriage and the family, under mo-
nogamy, that great inequalities must exist in a society
based on those institutions. The son of wise parents
cannot start on a level with the son of foolish ones, and
the man who has had no home discipline cannot be
equal to the man who has had home discipline. If
the contrary were true, we could rid ourselves at once